UNITED STATES SPECIFICATION 


TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

BE IT KNOWN that I, Elizabeth Angevine, a citizen 
of the United States, having an address of 24 Landing Road, 
Glen Cove, NY 11542, have invented certain new and useful 
improvements in a 

INTERCHANGEABLE HANDBAG 
of which the following is a specification. 
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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C, 
§119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No, 60/394,628, filed 
on July 9, 2002. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

This invention relates to a handbag having an outer 
frame and interchangeable inserts, so that the appearance of 
the bag can be changed by changing the insert. 

2. The Prior Art 

It is often desirable to change the appearance of 
one's handbag to coordinate with an outfit, shoes, etc. It 
can be prohibitively expensive to have a different handbag 
for evert occasion or outfit, so a handbag that can be 
altered is a more economical solution. One such 
interchangeable handbag is shown in United States Patent 
No. 4,112,991 to Barbaresi. This bag shows a rigid, 
transparent basket-like frame and an interchangeable soft 
fabric bag inside it. The handles of the handbag are 
connected through the frame and bag. The bag folds over the 
top of the frame. The bags can be interchanged to change the 
look of the handbag. 
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Another interchangeable handbag is shown in United 
States Patent No. Des . 164621 to Bienen. This patent shows 
an inner handbag with an interchangeable cover. United 
States Patent No. 6,003^573 to Owens shows an interchangeable 
purse assembly in which a soft inner liner can be used with 
one of several different outer handbag components. United 
States Patent No. 6,422,278 to Grogan shows a pair of nested 
handbags that can also function as independent units. United 
States Patent No. 4,811,769 to Phares discloses a purse 
insert that can be transferred from one purse to another. 
United States Patent No. 4,907,633 to Eckstein discloses a 
handbag assembly in which a variety of outer decorative 
coverings can be attached to the main bag. 

Other handbag arrangements are also shown in United 
States Patent Nos. 5,207,254 to Fromm, 5,503,204 to Byers et 
al., 3,451,454 to Davis, 2,436,237 to Brandt, 5,009,319 to 
Jantzen and 4,263,951 to Siegel, as well as in United States 
Patent Application No. US2002/0029831A1 to Pendergrass. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is an object of the invention to provide a 
handbag that has an easily interchangeable component to 
change the appearance of the handbag. 


It is another object of the invention to provide a 
handbag that is aesthetically pleasing and made of high 
quality materials. 

These and other objects are accomplished by a 
handbag having a frame and an insert. The frame comprises a 
substantially rigid bottom panel, connected to a front 
section, a back section and two side sections. The front and 
back sections are preferably substantially U-shaped leaving 
an open area through the front and back. The side sections 
are preferably solid and extend up the entire height of the 
handbag. Attached to either the front/back sections or the 
side sections is at least one handle for carrying the bag. 

There is at least one insert that is removably 
connected to the frame, to create a complete handbag. The 
insert is visible through the front and back sections, which 
have an open U-shape. The insert is connected to the frame 
via any suitable means, such as velcro, magnetic snaps or any 
combination of fasteners. The insert has an openable top 
section to receive the contents of the handbag. The insert is 
preferably closeable via any suitable means, such as a 
zipper, a flap with a buckle, a magnetic snap, velcro, etc. 


The frame is preferably constructed of high quality 
leather, but other materials could also be used. Because the 
frame forms a substantial part of the exterior of the 
handbag, and is very visible, it is important that the frame 
be constructed of an attractive yet durable material. The 
insert can be constructed of any suitable material, such as 
leather, suede, canvas, silk, cotton, etc. Preferably, the 
owner of the handbag has several different inserts that are 
usable with the single frame. The inserts can be made of 
softer material than the frame, because it is the frame that 
contains the bottom and handles of the handbag. The bottom 
and handles are the most subject to wear and dirt. Thus, the 
handbag according to the invention combines the durability 
and functionality of a sturdy frame with the beauty of a 
variety of inserts, which can be made of more delicate 
materials. 

In another embodiment of the invention, the frame 
is constructed of a bottom panel, a front and back section 
that each comprise a low horizontal bottom panel and two 
vertical straps, and a side section that is higher than the 
front and back sections, and which wraps around to the front 
and back sections. The two vertical straps are connected via 
a buckle to the handles of the handbag. The insert is similar 
to the insert described above, but has two loops located near 


the top on each of the front and back sides of the insert. 
The handles of the handbag are threaded through these loops 
before being buckled to the two vertical straps. The loops 
thus keep the frame and insert firmly in place with respect 
to each other. The frame and insert are also preferably 
connected to each other on their respective bottom sections 
via a hook and loop type fastener such as Velcro® and/or 
magnetic snaps. Other types of fasteners could also be used. 
As with the first embodiment, the frame is preferably 
constructed of a durable material that can hold its shape, 
and the inserts can be constructed of any type of leather, 
suede, fabric, or synthetic material. 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Other objects and features of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following detailed description 
considered in connection with the accompanying drawings. It 
is to be understood, however, that the drawings are designed 
as an illustration only and not as a definition of the limits 
of the invention. 

In the drawings, wherein similar reference 
characters denote similar elements throughout the several 
views : 

FIG. 1 shows a front view of a preferred embodiment 
of the handbag according to the invention; 

FIG. 2 shows a front view of the frame according to 

FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 shows a front view of an insert according to 

FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 shows a front view of the frame of FIG. 2 
having a different insert; 

FIG. 5 shows a bottom view of the insert of FIG. 2; 
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FIG. 6 shows an alternative frame according to the 

invention; 

FIG. 7 shows an alternative insert to be used with 
the alternative frame of FIG. 6; and 

FIG. 8 shows the complete handbag comprised of the 
insert of FIG. 7 inserted into the frame of FIG. 6. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, FIGS. 1-4 
show a first embodiment of the handbag 10 according to the 
invention. Handbag 10 comprises a frame 20 and an insert 30. 
Frame 20 consists of a bottom panel 21, a front section 22, a 
rear section 24 (shown in FIG. 2) and two side sections 23. 
Front section 22 rear section 24 each have a rectangular 
cutout on their faces. Side sections 23 are solid and extend 
the full height of handbag 10, A handle 25 is connected to 
side sections 23. Alternatively, handle 25 could also be 
connected to front and rear sections 22, 24. 

Insert 30 comprises a front section 31, a rear 
section 32, two side sections 33 and a bottom panel 34. 
Insert 30 is closeable at its top via a flap 35 and a zipper 
36. Other methods for closing the top of insert 30 could also 
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be used. Insert 30 is inserted within frame 20 and is 
releasably connected to frame 30 via a hook and loop-type 
fastener 27, 37, mounted on each of the bottom panels of 
frame 20 and insert 30 (See FIGS. 1 and 5, respectively). In 
addition, magnetic snaps 28, 38 also secure insert 30 to 
frame 20. When insert 30 is secured to frame 20, insert 30 
is fully visible through the cutout in the front and back 
sections 23, 24 of frame 24. Changing insert 30 changes the 
appearance of handbag 10. Frame 20 could also have a cutout 
of a different shape, such as a semicircle. Preferably, a 
user has several inserts 30 for each frame 20, so that the 
appearance of handbag 10 is easily altered, as shown by FIG. 
4, which has a different insert 30 than the one shown in FIG. 
1. 

Preferably, frame 20 is made of a stiff material 
such as reinforced leather, so that it can hold its shape 
over time. Insert 30 can be made of any material, such as 
leather, suede or any type of fabric. 

FIGS. 6-8 show an alternative embodiment of the 
handbag 10 according to the invention. In this embodiment, 
frame 40 comprises a front section 41, a rear section (not 
shown) and side sections 42. Front section 41 consists of a 
bottom strip 43 and two vertical straps 44, which are 
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connected to handles 45 via a buckle 46, Side sections 42 
consist of tapered sides that slope down to connect with 
bottom strip 43, 

Insert 50 has two loops 51 attached to its front 
surface 52. There are also two loops connected to the back 
surface (not shown) . Loops 51 are preferably made of a stiff 
durable material. Insert 50 is closeable via a zipper 58 
(shown in FIG. 8) . Other closures could also be used. 
Insert 50 is inserted into frame 40 and is secured there via 
magnetic snaps 47, 57. Hook and loop-type fasteners can also 
be used. 

As shown in FIG. 8, when insert 50 is inserted into 
frame 40, handles 45 are threaded underneath loops 51 to keep 
insert 50 secure within frame 40. 

Accordingly, while only a few embodiments of the 
present invention have been shown and described, it is 
obvious that many changes and modifications may be made 
thereunto without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. 


